
   

     

 
 

December 17, 2024 
NREC Council Meeting 

Held in person: Illinois Soybean Association and remote via Zoom 
10 am – 3 pm 

 
 
Minutes 
 
Chairman Don Guinnip called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. and the group provided introductions. 
 
Council members present in person were: Don Guinnip, Jeff Kirwan, Ronaldo Magharing, Chuck Cawley, 
Scott Lagger, Eric Winans, David Wessel, Al Grosboll, Jake Vossenkemper and Allen Stenwell. 
 
Council members present via Zoom were: Cindy Skrukrud, Trevor Sample, Tim Laatsch and Katie Garvey. 
 
Others present included: Julie Hewitt, Shani Golovay, Brent Pollard, Liz Hobart, KJ Johnson, and Dan 
Schaefer.  
 
Secretary Jeff Kirwan moved to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2024 meeting. Scott Lagger 
seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
 
Treasurer David Wessel reviewed the financials and Executive Director Julie Hewitt provided an update 
on audit and online payment options available. She will set up a pilot group to test out online payments. 
Scott Lagger moved and David Wessel seconded a motion to approve the financials as presented. 
 
IDOA representative Chuck Cawley reviewed the payment progress on NREC invoices and reported to 
the Council that they have had great success cleaning up past due invoices.  
 
KJ Johnson joined the meeting to provide an update on the NLRS Retail survey. He provided an overview 
of the history and implementation of the tool and spoke to the application of it towards the NLRS 
reporting tools. Mark Schleussener with USDA NASS also joined the meeting to provide an overview of 
the NASS process and how they have worked with NREC to implement that survey. 
 
Following a break for lunch, the group returned for an update from Executive Director Hewitt. 
 
Research Director Dr. Golovay presented a funding request from Dr. Schoonover at SIU-C. This project 
proposal was inadvertently left off the list for the July/August meeting. Scott moved to fund the project 
at a cost of $127,676. Jeff Kirwan seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Dr. Shani Golovay provided an update on ongoing research and provided an update on the plans for the 
2025 Investment Insights Live event. 
 



At 1:42 pm Jeff Kirwan moved and Scott Lagger seconded a motion to go into executive session for the 
purpose of doing employee reviews. Scott Lagger moved and Jeff Kirwan seconded that incoming 
Council members Brent Pollard and Katie Garvey should be allowed to stay in the executive session. The 
motion passed. The Council came out of Executive Session at 2:15 p.m. 

 
Trevor Sample with Illinois EPA provided an update on the Illinois NLRS and provided additional 
background on the reported numbers. 
 
Jeff Kirwan moved and Scott Lagger seconded a motion to set the fertilizer assessment at $1/ton for 
2025. The motion passed and Executive Director Julie Hewitt will communicate this to the Director. 
 
The budget was amended to reflect outcomes from the employee review and David Wessel moved with 
Scott Lagger seconding a motion to approved the budget as amended. The motion passed. 
 
Scott Lagger moved and Jeff Kirwan seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:29 p.m. Motion 
passed. 
 
 


