
   

     

 
 

July 30, 2025 
NREC Council Meeting 

IFCA Office (NEW) 
10226E 1400N Bloomington, IL 

10:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Council members present in person: Don Guinnip, Brent Pollard, Jake Vossenkemper, Chuck Cawley, 
Trevor Sample, David Wessel, Scott Lagger 

Council members present via Zoom: Katie Garvey, Christine Favilla, Ronaldo Maghirang 

Staff present in person: Julie Hewitt, Shani Golovay 

Others attending the meeting: Stacy Zuber (ISA) and KJ Johnson (IFCA) 

The meeting was called to order at 10:24 a.m. by Chairman Don Guinnip 

Chairman Guinnip invited the group to introduce themselves and reviewed the agenda  

Secretary Brent Pollard presented the minutes from the December 17, 2025, meeting. Scott Lagger 
moved and David Wessel seconded a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Motion passed. 

Treasurer David Wessel and Executive Director Julie Hewitt reviewed the financials. Hewitt provided an 
update on the audit and shared that it is ongoing with the firm Skitch in Springfield, IL. Wessel 
recommended moving directly to the 2024 audit once the 2023 audit is final. Scott Lagger suggested 
that Hewitt begin building a list of other auditing firms that serve organizations the size of NREC. Hewitt 
will communicate with Director Costello on the status of the audit. Chairman Guinnip requested that 
Wessel receive monthly updates on financials.  

Chuck Cawley provided an update from the Illinois Department of Ag on collections and reported that 
$40,870.94 was written off as uncollectable. Many of these accounts date back more than 5 years and 
the companies are no longer in business. 

Chuck Cawley, on behalf of IDOA, introduced language for a by-law change that would create 
parameters for collection of minimum amounts on tonnage assessments. The proposed language is 
attached as an addendum to these minutes.  

Brent Pollard moved and Scott Lagger seconded a motion to propose the by-law change re: minimum 
tonnage. The by-law change will be brought for a vote at the December 2025 meeting. Motion passed. 

Executive Director Hewitt presented a draft budget for 2025-26. 

Research Committee Chairperson Scott Lagger and Dr. Shani Golovay provided updates from the 
Research Committee. Dr. Golovay reviewed the current RFP language and emphasized the importance 



of being clear in the priorities and focusing only on areas that will ultimately be considered for funding. 
The Council had extensive discussion about changes to the funding decisions related specifically to the 
number of projects/researcher, the maximum funding cycle, etc. After the discussion, Scott Lagger 
moved and David seconded a motion to create a subcommittee focused on evaluating these issues. They 
will report back to the Council at the December meeting. The motion passed and Scott Lagger, Dirk Rice, 
Dr. Maghirang, and Brent Pollard were appointed to the subcommittee.  

Research Chairman Scott Lagger presented the following motion on behalf of the committee – that the 
Council approve a budget of $5,106,278.00 for 2025/26 Research Projects. Brent Pollard seconded the 
motion, and it was approved by the Council. 

The meeting was adjourned for lunch from 12:22 pm – 1 pm. 

Trevor Sample, IEPA, reviewed a proposal that was submitted to the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy Science Team by Dr. Andrew Margenot and a team of researchers. The purpose of the project is 
to update the relative nitrate-N and total P loss reductions of the practices outlined in the strategy. This 
work has been classified as NLRS 2.0 and works with several other projects that are recommended for 
funding. Brent Pollard moved and Scott Lagger seconded a motion to approve $101,118.78 to fund this 
work. The motion passed.  

Executive Director Hewitt reviewed current committee and council terms and appointments. 

• Mark Litteken’s Research Committee term expires this year, and a new representative of 
Southern Illinois will need to be identified 

• Both David Wessel and Jake Vossenkemper will need to be reappointed before the end of the 
year. 

• Both Don Guinnip and David Wessel will be eligible for one additional year in their current 
executive committee roles. 

Hewitt reviewed the updated budget which reflected the funding approved at the meeting. Jake 
Vossenkemper moved and Brent Pollard seconded a motion to approve an operating budget of 
$5,601,072.38. The motion passed. 

Brent Pollard moved and Scott Lagger seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:42 pm. Motion 
passed.  


